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Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty, Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light and grace! 

 

 

Summer is coming to a close and the regular activities of life return to their daily, weekly, or monthly cycles. 

Most of the traveling for the summer is over and we begin to consider returning to a more structured schedule. 

This is especially true for the congregation at St. Peter. While we have spent the summer receiving our Lord’s 

gifts of His Word and Sacraments each Sunday, other activities have been on vacation. Now that September is 

here, it’s time for those activities to begin again. 

 

 

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted, Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be, Fruitful unto life in me. 

Our choir resumes its rehearsal schedule in September and we are looking forward to another year of singing 

the praises of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our Sunday School will begin again on September 11
th

, as the 

children will join their parents at the beginning of each 9:30 service then, after a brief opening, will leave the 

sanctuary and join their teachers for Sunday School. This provides the parents an opportunity to focus on the 

service while their children receive age appropriate instruction in Sunday School. Our older children will again 

receive instruction through our Confirmation classes and adults can take part in Bible study through our 

Thursday and Sunday Bible Classes.  

 

 

Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 

 

 

Regardless of the season, we continue to gather each Sunday morning to receive our Lord’s gifts for us. 

Through Baptism, through Absolution, and through the Lord’s Supper, we are given the forgiveness of our sins; 

we are given life and salvation through our Savior’s work among us in His Church. The mighty Word of God 

dwells in us as we face the trials and temptations of this world; the Holy Spirit comforting us as He leads and 

guides us in the ways we should go. 

 

 

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee, While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 

 

 

We gather as God’s children within His Church and we are kept safe in our heavenly Father’s tender care. We 

are led and enlightened by God’s own Word as it is read and taught and proclaimed in our midst. We gather 

around our Savior’s Altar and He feeds us His body and blood; the glorious feast of victory over sin, death, and 

the grave. Here we find all we need for eternal life. Here we receive comfort and care and fellowship. Let us all 

rejoice in our Lord’s salvation as we gather together and receive His glorious gifts for us! 
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The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod held its 66th convention this past July. The theme for this 

convention was “Upon this Rock: Repent, Confess, Rejoice” based on Matthew 16:18: “On this 

rock I will build My Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

 

The convention is the primary legislative body for our Synod. It has the authority to amend the 

Synod’s constitution and bylaws, to consider and take action on reports and overtures, establish 

positions and policies for the Synod, and to provide overall program direction and priorities. 

 

The Synod’s tri-annual convention offers delegates from each circuit throughout the country an 

opportunity to join in worship, fellowship, and to take part in the the important business and 

focus of the Synod. We will report on the highlights of the convention after we receive the official 

report from the Synod.  

      Christian Education News 

              
 Our Sunday School will begin with a Rally Day Celebration on Sunday, September 11th. 
Our teachers will be serving breakfast for the students as they kick off another year of Sunday 
School. As usual, the children will join their parents in Church for the beginning of service and, 
after the opening, will be released to their classes.  
 
 We will be holding three classes this year: one class for ages 3 through 5 (pre K and 
Kindergarten), one class for ages 6 through 9 (first through third grades), and one class for ages 
10 through 12 (fourth through sixth grades). 
 
 We’re looking forward to an exciting year for the children of the congregation and we’re 
thrilled by all the volunteers who have stepped forward to help! There are still opportunities for you 
to join in this faithful work, so prayerfully consider your place in the spiritual development of St. 
Peter’s next generation of saints! 
 
 Our Confirmation classes will begin meeting on Wednesday, September 28th at 5:00pm. 
This year’s classes will review the whole of the Bible and will review the Six Chief Parts of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. 
  
 If you know of any children entering the seventh grade this year, please contact Pastor to 
register them. Assignments and memory work will begin immediately so it’s important to be 
registered for the class as soon as possible. 

The Elders’ Corner 
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Toll Free - 800.242.3944               Cell - 734.213.3242               Fax - 734.332.7811 
 

 paul.wills@mi-cef.org  

Where did the summer go?  Well I guess I will remember a very hot one this year! 

Did you know that Church Extension Fund is not a credit union or bank but a non-profit corporation of our Michigan District of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, designed to allow you to see your savings dollars build and expand the mission and ministry of sister 
congregations(and very likely your own)?  If you know, thank you for being a partner in this ministry.  If you didn’t know, then consider 
how God’s abundance to you can be invested in Church Extension and used for the blessing of many.  You can visit CEF online 
at www.mi-cef.org or call 800-242-3944. 
 

 
The IRA Charitable Rollover is Back! 
 

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA) permitted individuals to roll over up to $100,000 from an Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) directly to a qualifying charity without recognizing the assets transferred as income. The initial provision expired and has been 
extended several times. On December 18, 2015, the PATH Act was signed into law making this special provision permanent. Who can 
benefit from this new law? · Donors age 70 1/2 and older · Donors who don’t usually itemize deductions · Donors that don’t need RMD 
distributions but make annual Charitable Gifts · Donors who may benefit from IRA Charitable Distributions not being counted as 
income for state income tax purposes · Donors whose charitable contributions are reduced by the itemized deduction reduction · 
Donors who may lose substantial value of IRAs passed to (non-spousal) heirs due to estate and income taxes. People may be 
encouraged to liquidate these accounts during their lifetimes or designate a charity/ministry beneficiary upon death. It may be a way 
to make a difference during your lifetime by transferring IRA funds to charity/ministry without triggering taxes on the withdrawal. 
Please work with your professional advisers to determine the effect of these rules on your specific tax situation. While this new law 
can only be used under specific circumstances, all of us can benefit from Christian Estate Planning. How would you like your lifetime of 
assets distributed when you are gone? Does anyone know what your wishes are? The default beneficiary of your estate is the 
immediate family-your spouse and children. Do your children expect to receive an inheritance from you? Would they miss a 
percentage of your estate going to your favorite ministry when you are called home? Without a Will or Revocable Living Trust, state 
Probate statutes don’t provide the option of leaving a Legacy Gift to ministry or charity. Take the time to communicate your wishes by 
completing or updating your Estate Planning documents. Eighty percent of adults give a gift to charity/ministry each year, but closer to 
five percent include a Planned Gift from their estate. Consider including your favorite ministries in your prayerfully thought out 
Christian Estate Plan. 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
    Isn’t it hard to believe that it is Labor Day already? Wasn’t it just the Fourth of July  and we had the whole 

month of August to goof off and enjoy summer,  well so much for August and goofing off because It was too hot 

to do anything. I guess we are pretty lucky because of the heavy rains in the south and the fires in the west and 

we sit in Michigan with a lots of water and a drought, doesn’t make any sense to me,  I guess we don’t have it 

so bad in Michigan after all. It does seem to me that the summer goes by so fast and winter drags  I wish that it 

was the other way around sometimes. So much for the weather.. 

     With fall comes the St. Peter coming back to life with Sunday School, confirmation and choir starting, pretty 

soon it will be Christmas (slow down) Okay lets think about what we all can do to make St. Peter even better 

then it already is.  There are a lot of things that we can do to help each other and make it a little easier for those 

that volunteer to do too many tasks.  Sit down and think about what you can do. Let’s make this year another 

great year at St. Peter 

Kevin 
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     Do you know someone who makes their living supporting people with disabilities? You probably 
do.  Did you know these Direct Support Professionals are a vital part of communities of people of all 
abilities, all across the nation? 
       September 11-17 marks the observance of National Direct Support Professionals (DSP) 
Appreciation Week where Bethesda celebrates the servant hood of our staff that support those with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
    More than 2300 Bethesda DSPs across the country (from New Jersey to California) have taken 
the call to ensure the people they support live the best lives possible, including an active faith life. The 
work of the Bethesda DSP is truly a blessing to all whose lives they touch. 

Give thanks to God!...Through us, God spreads the knowledge of Christ everywhere like 
perfume. --2 Corinthians 2:14 NIrV 

It would be deeply meaningful to our DSPs if people like you expressed your appreciation to 
them.  
  

 You may mail your own “thank you” note and send it to “Bethesda Lutheran Communities, c/o 

Lori Anderson, 600 Hoffmann Dr., Watertown, WI 53094.” 

 Or email a word of appreciation to Lori.Anderson@mailblc.org and it will be shared with our 

team of DSPs nationwide. 

Lori Anderson, Vice President of Operations, will share your messages with the nationwide team of 
Bethesda DSPs. 
  
Thank you for helping us appreciate Bethesda’s beloved DSPs, 
  
  

Deaconess Kimberly Trombley 
Vice President of Religious Life 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities
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 Ladies Aid         
 

September is the time, when the Ladies start thinking about the upcoming Annual Bazaar. 
There will be cookies to bake and goodies to make: and if anyone (man or woman) in the 
Congregation has a hobby or craft; we would accept any donations for our craft table. Also, 
if any congregation member would like to rent a table to sell their product; they are $25.00 
for an 8 ft table. There will be lots of ways to be involved and we hope that you will. We 
need volunteers to help us make it a huge success.  So start your thinking; because soon we 
will be asking for your help.  Look for sign- up sheets to be posted.  If you have any 
questions- direct them to Ellen Jones and Linda LeLacheur, our Co-Chairpersons. 
 Thanks for helping to make our Church, great !!!. 
Our next Ladies Aid Meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept.6, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, September 9th will be the evening we will meet. The time is 6pm to 11pm 

and we bring a snack to share. We have taken the summer off but are ready to 

start working on those pictures. 

September 9th   November 11th 

October 14th   December TBA    

      

 

  

     
 

 

Don’t forget to like us on 

Facebook!      

mailto:Lori.Anderson@mailblc.org


Marie Brockmiller  

 
Choir News 

 

Your St. Peter Choir will begin practices on Thursday, September 8th at 6:30 pm. We 

will have weekly practices leading up to our performances on Reformation Sunday, All 

Saints’ Day, and Thanksgiving Eve. We’ll continue straight into preparation for Christmas 

after that, so there will be many opportunities to lift your voices in song to our Lord!  

 

We’ve got a great assortment of new music for this choir season and we’ll continue 

to experiment with small ensembles and solos as the year progresses.  

 

 Your choir meets on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. There are no qualifications 

needed to join in the fun, so if you enjoy singing and like the company of friendly and 

supportive people, this is the group for you!  
                                                                  

 
 

                                                           

Sunday School 
Our Sunday School teachers are looking for helpers to assist them in teaching 
our Sunday School classes. This is a wonderful opportunity to help in sharing 
Jesus with the next generations of St. Peter members! If you would like further 
information concerning this opportunity to serve, please speak to Pastor, Mrs. 
Linda LeLacheur or to any of our teachers. 

Burn Crew 
We record each Sunday’s sermon and distribute them to our home-bound 
members. Each sermon is emailed to the Burn Crew members and are burnt 
onto CD’s for distribution. If you would like to be a part of this service to our 
home-bound members, please speak to Darryl Watt or Pastor for more 
information.  

Volunteer Groups 
There are many groups with which you can be involved: the Ladies Aid and 
the Men’s Club are ready to welcome you into the activities of St. Peter. 
There’s also the Choir, the Garden Club, the Altar Guild, and the Cemetary 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 
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Committee, to name a few. If you’re interested in participating in any of these 
groups, please don’t hesitate to ask about them! 
 

               A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ September 

Day  Old Testament  New Testament 

1st   Psalms 135 & 136  1 Corinthians 12 

2nd   Ps 137, 138, & 139  1 Cor 13 

3rd    Ps 140, 141, & 142  1 Cor 14:1-20 

4th    Ps 143, 144, & 145  1 Cor 14:21-40 

5th     Ps 146 & 147   1 Cor 15:1-28 

6th     Ps 148, 149, & 150  1 Cor 15:29-58 

7th     Proverbs 1 & 2  1 Cor 16 

8th      Pro 3, 4, & 5   2 Corinthians 1 

9th       Pro 6 & 7   2 Cor 2 

10th    Pro 8 & 9   2 Cor 3 

11th    Pro 10, 11, & 12  2 Cor 4 

12th    Pro 13, 14, & 15  2 Cor 5 

13th    Pro 16, 17, & 18  2 Cor 6 

14th     Pro 19, 20, & 21  2 Cor 7 

15th    Pro 22, 23, & 24  2 Cor 8 

16th   Pro 25 & 26   2 Cor 9 

17th    Pro 27, 28, & 29  2 Cor 10 

18th     Pro 30 & 31   2 Cor 11:1-15 

19th     Ecclesiastes 1, 2, & 3  2 Cor 11:16-33 

20th     Ecc 4, 5, & 6   2 Cor 12 

21st      Ecc 7, 8, & 9   2 Cor 13 

22nd      Ecc 10, 11, & 12  Galatians 1 

23rd      Song of Solomon 1, 2, & 3 Gal 2 

24th    Song 4 & 5   Gal 3 

25th     Song 6, 7, & 8   Gal 4 

26th      Isaiah 1 & 2   Gal 5 

27th      Is 3 & 4   Gal 6 

28th      Is 5 & 6   Ephesians 1 

29th     Is 7 & 8   Eph 2 

30th     Is 9 & 10   Eph 3 

 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

 
  
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”             
~ Colossians 3:16                     
  

The Bible is our God’s revelation of Himself and Holy Scripture is the only source for our Christian 

faith. We are called to read, mark, learn, and make it a part of our lives. The words of Scripture 

have been passed down to us so that they may “make their home” in our hearts and our minds. The 

Holy Spirit uses the Word we’ve learned to draw us closer to our God and to allow us to think God’s 

thoughts.  
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If regular Bible reading has not been one of your habits, now is a great time to carve out a few 

minutes each day to allow your God to be your Teacher and Advisor. It will bless your life in ways 

you can’t even imagine!                           


