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Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See Him dying on the tree!
‘Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes my soul, ‘tis He, ‘tis He!
‘Tis the long expected Prophet. David’s Son , yet David’s Lord;
Proofs I see sufficient of it: ‘Tis the true and faithful Word.
The season of Lent continues through the first two weeks of April. While our Wednesday evening Midweek
Lenten services consider the art of living by faith, it is also worthwhile for us to take some time to consider our
Lord’s suffering: His willing sacrifice to save us from our sin. Jesus travels the road to the cross. God’s
incarnate Son, the One about whom the prophets spoke, fulfills His Father’s will. He takes the sin of the world,
and He faces His death on the cross as our substitute.
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning, Foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him, None would intervene to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him Was the stroke that justice gave.
And Jesus faces that cross alone. No one stands with Him. No one helps Him bear the awful burden of the
wickedness He must claim as His own. His followers, so eager to join Him in receiving glory and praise and
attention, run away in fear and deny they even know Him. Jesus faces the awful wrath of God alone… even His
heavenly Father forsakes Him as He becomes the true and final Lamb of God. Jesus walks alone as He carries
the sin of this world into the wilderness of death.

Ye who think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful load;
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.

The terrible cost of our sin makes itself clear through the bitter sufferings and death of Jesus. As we consider
Gethsemane, we realize the burden and wickedness of our sin. We realize the cosmic price paid for our
salvation. We realize the unfathomable love our God has for us. We realize that, in Jesus’ sacrifice, we are set
free from death and given eternal life. These are things we ponder as we journey through Lent. And these are
the things that fill us with praise and adoration as we await that glorious Easter morning!

Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost:
Christ, the Rock of our salvation, Is the name of which we boast;
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded Who on Him their hope have built.
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Choir News
The Choir is putting the finishing touches on the music they will be singing during our
Holy Week services. On Maundy Thursday, the choir will share the well-known hymn called
Lamb of God, Pure and Holy. For Good Friday the choir will share the hymn called A Lamb Goes
Uncomplaining forth. Our Easter Sunday celebration will be enhanced with our choir’s singing
the Easter hymn, The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done.
There is still a rehearsal left prior to Holy Week. If you love to sing and enjoy the
company of friendly people, our St. Peter Choir is the place for you! We’ll be glad to help you
get up to speed on these enjoyable songs and we’d be thrilled to have you join us!

The Elders’
Corner
Midweek Lenten services conclude on Wednesday April 5th. We join together for
a fellowship meal at 6:00pm then gather for worship at 7:00pm. We have been
considering the art of living by faith in Jesus, our Savior.
Our Holy Week services begin with Maundy Thursday, being held on
Thursday, April 13th at 7:00pm. Good Friday service will be held on Friday, April
14th, at 7:00pm.
We celebrate the Resurection of our Lord on Sunday, April 16th. A Pancake
Breakfast will be served by the St. Peter Men’s Club prior to the service. Breakfast
will be served from 8:00am to 9:15am with service following at 9:30am.

Scrapbook Friday
Due to Easter and Holy week we will be meeting Friday, April 7th from 6 till
11PM. Come and join the fun and don’t forget to bring a snack to share.

Flowers on the Altar for APRIL
April 2nd – Joe & Sally Vernier
April 9th – Pastor & Debi Hoerr
April 16th – Dan & Cheri Stahl
April 23rd – Ruth Smith
April 30th – John Andersen
LADIES AID NEWS
All ladies of the congregation are welcome to join us at the next meeting of the
Ladies Aid, on Tuesday, April 4th at 7:00 pm.. We are planning our activities for
this year. We would love to see some new faces and new ideas. Please join us
for a meeting and refreshments.
Marie Brockmiller
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Doesn’t feel like spring yet but I know I will be mowing again in about 4 weeks.
There are plenty of ways you can save for the future. One of the best is with an IRA from Church Extension
Fund. You get financial peace, knowing you’re investing wisely with tax advantages and competitive interest
rates. And you find peace of mind knowing you’re also investing in Missouri Synod Lutheran churches and
schools across Michigan. Call CEF today about starting your IRA – or to roll over an existing account- at
800.242.3944 or visit them @ www.mi-cef.org.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Easter is almost here and so is spring! (Hooray) I know this because the snowbirds are coming home and that is
a good thing, it means they made it home safely. Now they can share some of this crazy weather we have had
the past couple of months (65 in February), but that is Michigan.
St. Peter lost a very dear friend in March. If you didn't know Marv Kettel like some of us did, he was a special
guy and would do anything for you. He held several offices at St. Peter and loved this congregation. I'm sure he
is playing euchre somewhere in heaven, looking down and smiling.
Like I said spring is slowing creeping up on us. Which means things begin to slow down at St. Peter. Hopefully
we continue to grow at a nice pace and God shines on us some more. He has been good to me in my situation,
the Dr.'s said it would take time and some days are better than others. Did you know patience is not a word in
the German dictionary, it is a person in the hospital, but I will get there. Thank You to everyone who has been
praying for me, the cards and words of encouragement mean a lot to me. Sorry guys, but the hugs and kisses
from all the ladies is the best.
Kevin
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The Ladies Aid is planning on having a Rummage Sale for May 12th and 13th. We are taking donations and it
will be run again as it has been in the past. We do not mark prices on anything, we just take a donation. The
customer will give us a donation of what they think the item is worth. So if you think you have antiques and will
get upset if we just take what they offer, than please do not give us that item. This makes it very easy for the
ladies to set up the sale and run it and since we are a church, people usually give us more than what the item
is worth. You always get those few who will not give you what an item is worth, but in the end it all evens out.
There are a few items
we do not want:
Encyclopedias
Shoes
Large Christmas trees (table top is OK)
We will be taking donations from now till the day of the sale. If you want to bring items to the church please
have it in boxes and marked clearly Rummage Sale. Any of the trustees can give you the key to the garage to
put the items in. So as you start your spring cleaning please remember us!

Bake Sale
Along with the Rummage Sale we will hold a bake sale. A signup sheet will be going up at the end of this
month and we hope you will all bake us something and come and shop.

Organist News & Schedule
As Lutherans, music is an important part of our worship life. We are blessed with Courtney Hollers who provides
organ accompaniment for our Sunday services. We continue to utilize the ‘electronic’ music for non-Sunday
services.
The following is our upcoming electronic ‘organist’ schedule:
Lent VI ~ 4/5/17 ~ Daryl Watt
Maundy Thursday 4/13/17 ~ Mark Ewert
Good Friday 4/14/17 ~ Mark Ewert
A big ‘thank you!’ to Daryl and Mark for being our electronic accompanists throughout this Lenten season!

Altar
Guild
The following is the current annual Altar Guild schedule.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about the Altar Guild, please contact Debi Hoerr 810-4200048 for more information.
January ~ Doug Fergusson
February ~ Debi Hoerr
March ~ Jessica Hoerr
April ~ Claudis Methner
May ~ Karen Williams
June ~ Sandy Carr
July ~ Debbie Beres & Carrie Cain
August ~ Lorrie Schwark
September ~ Chris Turpin
October ~ Laura Neumann
November ~ Debbie Labuhn
December ~ Marie Brockmiller

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ April
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Judges 13, 14, & 15
Jud 16, 17, & 18
Jud 19, 20, & 21
Ruth 1, 2, 3, & 4
1 Samuel 1, 2, & 3
1 Sam 4, 5, & 6
1 Sam 7, 8, & 9
1 Sam 10, 11, & 12
1 Sam 13 & 14
1 Sam 15 & 16
1 Sam 17 & 18
1 Sam 19, 20, & 21
1 Sam 22, 23, & 24
1 Sam 25 & 26
1 Sam 27, 28, & 29
1 Sam 30 & 31
2 Samuel 1 & 2
2 Sam 3, 4, & 5
2 Sam 6, 7, & 8
2 Sam 9, 10, & 11
2 Sam 12 & 13
2 Sam 14 & 15
2 Sam 16, 17, & 18
2 Sam 19 & 20
2 Sam 21 & 22
2 Sam 23 & 24
1 Kings 1 & 2
1 Kings 3, 4, & 5
1 Kings 6 & 7
1 Kings 8 & 9

Luke 6:27-49
Luke 7:1-30
Luke 7:31-50
Luke 8:1-25
Luke 8:26-56
Luke 9:1-17
Luke 9:18-36
Luke 9:37-62
Luke 10:1-24
Luke 10:25-42
Luke 11:1-28
Luke 11:29-54
Luke 12:1-31
Luke 12:32-59
Luke 13:1-22
Luke 13:23-35
Luke 14:1-24
Luke 14:25-35
Luke 15:1-10
Luke 15:11-32
Luke 16
Luke 17:1-19
Luke 17:20-37
Luke 18:1-23
Luke 18:24-43
Luke 19:1-27
Luke 19:28-48
Luke 20:1-26
Luke 20:27-47
Luke 21:1-19

Looking Ahead
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired
hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because
I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father." ~
John 10:11-18
The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle John, gives us an interesting glimpse into our Triune God’s work of salvation.
While this passage of Scripture is well known and very comforting, it also provides some basic facts concerning Jesus’
willingness to carry the cross and die for our sins. Not only does Jesus lay down His life for the sheep, He does it willingly.
Jesus accepts the Father’s decision that He must bear this cup. And Jesus bears the condemnation and death of our sin as
He carries that cross.
Our God has never been, nor will ever be, uncertain about the outcome of His plan for our salvation. Yes, Jesus
goes to die: He bears torture and mocking and scourging and ridicule as He takes our place and dies our death. He even
bears being forsaken by His Father. But He goes through it all knowing that His Father has willed it to be and Jesus’ faith in
His Father always holds fast to His Father’s charge that it is in Jesus’ hands to take up His life again.
And, on Easter morning, Jesus rises, He takes His life up again, just as His Father had promised Him. Jesus rises in
triumph as He tears down the barrier between our God and ourselves. We are free: free to be the children of God in Jesus
Christ, our Savior!

