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Once He came in blessing / All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly / Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us / Hope and freedom gave us.
The Time of Christmas comes around again as the season of Advent begins. For many, the season of Advent is
simply the time to prepare for Christmas. A time to prepare for all the traditional holiday activities: the family
gatherings, the gifts, the food, the lights, the decorations, and yes, the Christmas church services with the
beautiful decorations and candles and songs. We look forward to the Christmas holiday. We anticipate it and
prepare for it.
Historically, Advent has always been a season of anticipation and preparation. But the focus of that anticipation
and preparation has changed as the Christmas celebration has become a social and secular celebration more than
a Christian religious celebration. Christ certainly remains in our Christmas… but He shares it with many other
activities, traditions, and observances. If we are honest with ourselves, we realize those things have gained in
importance over the birth of our Savior.
Now He gently leads us / With Himself He feeds us
Precious food from heaven / Pledge of peace here given
Mana that will nourish / Souls that they may flourish.
Yet, even though we often find ourselves distracted from “a pure devotion to Christ,” the Holy Spirit calls us to
remember and to return. He reminds us, through the preaching of His Word and through the miracle of Holy
Communion, that we are to anticipate His coming to us. The anticipation of Advent: remembering His coming
that first Christmas, remembering His coming to us weekly through His Word and His body and blood, and
remembering that He will come again to cleanse His creation from every spot of sin, usher in His new heaven
and earth, and bring His chosen people, His Church, safely to Himself.
Soon will come that hour / When with mighty power
Christ will come in splendor / And will judgment render,
With the faithful sharing / Joy beyond comparing.
And, as the Holy Spirit reminds us to anticipate our Lord’s coming to us, He also leads us to prepare for Jesus’
return. We prepare, as the writer to the Hebrews instructs, “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” We
prepare as we remember our Baptism, which washed the condemnation of sin from our soul, made us alive in
Jesus, and gave us the Holy Spirit as our guide and instructor. Living from our Baptism, we prepare for Jesus’
second coming as we look to our heavenly Father to enlighten our minds, clear our conscience, and strengthen
us to live as His people until our Savior returns. As this season of Advent begins again, we turn our attention to
our Savior, Jesus Christ, and allow Him to be the focus of our preparation and anticipation.
Come then, O Lord Jesus/ From our sins release us.
Keep our hearts believing / That we, grace receiving,
67in heaven we bless You.
Ever may confess You / Till

During Christmas Time, It’s Important
to Remember the
Collections for Those in Need
Food Pantries
Your food donations, placed in the box on the
collections table, are regularly delivered to the food
pantries in Algonac and Marine City. If you know of
other food pantries that serve our area, please let us
know so we can add them to our list.
“Thank you” to Sandy Carr for her work in
dropping the donated food at the food pantries, and a
big “thank you” to everyone who regularly donates to
this worthwhile work!

Veterans
We continue to collect needed items for the
Veterans in the VA hospital. The list of needed items is
posted on the Veterans Box located on the collections
table. The list varies, so, if you’re interested in
providing items for our Veterans, please refer to the list
prior to shopping for items.
We certainly appreciate Bob and Linda Wasil’s
dedication in championing this effort and in helping us
remember those who have served in our nation’s
armed forces.

The Elders’ Corner
Our Advent and Christmas Service Schedule will be as follows:
Sunday, December 3rd
~ 9:30 am ~ 1st Sunday in Advent Service
th
Wednesday, December 6
~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 1st Midweek Advent Service
th
Sunday, December 10
~ 9:30 am ~ 2nd Sunday in Advent Service
Wednesday, December 12th ~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 2nd Midweek Advent Service
Sunday, December 17th
~ 9:30 am ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent Service
th
Wednesday, December 20 ~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 3rd Midweek Advent Service
th
Sunday, December 24
~ 9:30 am ~ 4th Sunday in Advent Service
~ 7:00 pm ~ Christmas Eve Service
Monday, December 25th
~ 10:00 am ~ Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 31st
~ 9:30 am ~ 1st Sunday after Christmas
There will not be a New Year’s Eve evening service since the 31st falls on a Sunday this
year.

Scrapbook Friday
The date to scrapbook in December has been set for Friday, December 8th from 6 till
11pm. Please check the bulletin board for any changes.

Mitten Tree
This year we have decided to donate all the items on the
mitten tree to Kids in Distress. So we are looking for
children's mittens, hats, scarfs, socks, slippers, under wear
and coats. They provide for all children up to the age of 18.
We will be taking the first batch of items donated on the
10th and again after Christmas.
So let's fill the tree a couple of times to help children!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It must be getting close to Christmas, Hobby Lobby, Michaels, JoAnn's have all had Christmas out since
before Halloween. The radio and Hallmark channel are all playing continuous Christmas. I love Christmas,
especially the little children and their faces so filled with excitement. Let's all keep the true meaning of
Christmas in our hearts, when a store clerk tells you to have a Happy Holiday (because they are told to
say that) let's reply with Merry Christmas.
Christmas is very special here at St. Peter, especially the Sunday School program. It will be on the 17th of
December and we will all be excited to see how they will tell us the story this year. It is always fun to see
the different ways they have told us the story of Jesus birth. And this year we may be able to record the
program, isn't that fun!
Wellspring (LCFS),Deb Fletcher and all her assistants did a wonderful job this year. And a big thanks to all
of you who took names, or donated extra toys. WOW!!! The generosity of the family here at St. Peter
always amazes me. check out the pictures.
Kevin
K
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LADIES AID NEWS

After much preparation the Ladies Aid brought their Old Fashioned Christmas Bazaar back to St. Peter
Church on November 11tth.. It was a wonderful flash back to the past; our past.
We had beautifully made baskets for the Silent Auction. There was everything from handmade blankets
to a Night at the Movies.. Everyone was busy buying tickets in an effort to win their favorite basket. The
Cookie Bar had several different kinds of cookies for sale individually. YUMMO! The Bake Sale and Pie by
the slice had confections that made your mouth water We had coconut cream, triple berry , pecan, and
lemon meringue, just to name a few.. The Craft Tables were fabulous The Ladies worked hard all
summer to make Christmas Ornaments, jewelry, hats ,baby blankets; and such a assortment that we filled
3 tables.. We also had 2 Vendors, Kim Drabant & Hannalore Sproviero. All of this made up another
successful Bazaar. We cleared a total of $ 2,454.00 for the Ladies Aid Fund. This money will be used to
support several local charities and the Ft. Wayne and Concordia seminaries. It also helps us to provide all
the necessary kitchen supplies for the next year. And lastly it helps us to do projects to update St. Peter.
A big thank you to Debbie Labuhn, Debi Hoerr, Margaret Nizza & Sharen Theis, this year’s
committee for chairing the event.. Also to all the Ladies, who worked the event, set-up, baked goods,
and created craft items, thank you . And last to all the guys that helped with the heavy lifting, our
heartfelt thanks. We couldn’t have done this without you.
Our Ladies Aid Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at Little Camille’s in New
Baltimore. The event starts at 6:00 pm. All Ladies of the Congregation are welcome to attend. We can
order from the menu. All bills are separate. If you wish to, you can be in a $10 gift exchange . If you need
a ride, please contact Margaret Nizza. We hope that all the Ladies will join us .
The next regular Ladies Aid meeting will be February 6, 2018 at 3:00 pm.. All the Ladies of the
congregation are welcome to join us. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Marie Brockmiller/ President
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Sunday School News
The Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 17th. The children are working very
hard to be ready.
There will not be any Sunday School on the 24th or 31st of December.

Choir News
Your St. Peter Choir is preparing for the Christmas holidays. Rehearsals take place on
Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. If you would like to join us don’t hesitate to jump right in!
You’ll never find a more fun bunch of singers who love to make joyful noises to their Lord!

Organist News & Schedule
Mrs. Courtney Hollars continues to be our every Sunday organist and we have certainly been
blessed by her musical offerings! It’s a pleasure to have Rich and Courtney with us each
Sunday. Our midweek services continue to utilize electronic music. We appreciate our
volunteers who provide musical accompaniment for these services.
A big “thank you” to Gary Carr, Mark Ewert, and Darryl Watt for handling this very important
duty during Advent this year!

St. Peter’s
Trusty Trustees
Remember that winter is here! Watch out for slippery areas in our parking lots and
walkways. Make sure you have good visibility through your windshield and windows
before heading out on the roads, and drive with a bit more caution. With a little care
we should be able to enjoy our winter wonderland without too much slipping or
sliding!

Sanctuary Tech Upgrade News
We are slowly bringing our new technology online. Some of these changes have been very
noticable while others are more “behind the scenes.”
We have begun training the Elders in operating the service “slide show” which displays the
liturgy and hymns on the video display in the Sanctuary. Once the Elders are trained, we
will begin training those of you who have volunteered to help with this.
If you are willing to serve the Lord in this way, please contact Pastor. We will be more
active in seeking volunteers in the future as we formalize our training procedures and
methods. Thank you to all who have expressed interest in this, we appreciate your
willingness to help make our services more approachable for our visitors and for those with
physical limitations.

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ December
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
27th
28th
24th
25th
26th
29th
30th
31st

Ezekiel 40 & 41
Ez 42, 43, & 44
Ez 45 & 46
Ez 47 & 48
Daniel 1 & 2
Dan 3 & 4
Dan 5, 6, & 7
Dan 8, 9, & 10
Dan 11 & 12
Hosea 1, 2, 3, & 4
Hos 5, 6, 7, & 8
Hos 9, 10, & 11
Hos 12, 13, & 14
Joel
Amos 1, 2, & 3
Amos 4, 5, & 6
Amos 7, 8, & 9
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah 1, 2, & 3
Micah 4 & 5
Micah 6 & 7
Nahum
Zechariah 1, 2, 3, & 4
Zech 5, 6, 7, & 8
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zech 9, 10, 11, & 12
Zech 13 & 14
Malachi

2 Peter 3
1 John 1
1 John 2
1 John 3
1 John 4
1 John 5
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelations 1
Rev 2
Rev 3
Rev 4
Rev 5
Rev 6
Rev 7
Rev 8
Rev 9
Rev 10
Rev 11
Rev 12
Rev 13
Rev 14
Rev 18
Rev 19
Rev 15
Rev 16
Rev 17
Rev 20
Rev 21
Rev 22

Looking Ahead
The chill of winter may be upon us as we head into December, but that means that our service schedule is
really heating up! Our last service of the Church Year was last Sunday. Sunday, December 3 rd marks the beginning
of the new Church Year as the Time of Christmas begins with the season of Advent.
In addition to our Sunday services, we’ll be gathering together for Advent services on Wednesday evenings.
These services are made even more inviting by the fellowship meal that takes place before each Advent service! We
round out our holiday service schedule with Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
The holiday season is a great time to invite our neighbors, friends, and family members to join us in
worshipping our God and receiving His gifts for us. In many ways, this is why our Lord has gathered us as His
people here at St. Peter. He calls us to reach out to those around us and to share with them the blessings we
receive. As we invite them to join us, we invite them to share in the comfort and instruction of the Word. Our God
has promised that His Word will never fail and the Holy Spirit is always active in turning hearts and mind back to
Jesus and the wonderful salvation He has won for us.
And, as wonderful as those spiritual blessings are, there are many other blessings as well! As we invite
them to join us, we invite them into a caring, loving atmosphere where they can find rest from the turmoil of life
and find listening ears and welcoming smiles. These are rare blessings that can only be found among God’s
redeemed people and we have the opportunity to share these blessings with others!
As the holidays approach, let’s not keep the blessings we receive a secret. Let’s share them with those
around us. They may not all accept our invitations, but those who do will receive the same joy and comfort we
enjoy here at St. Peter!

