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Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.
Here we are, entering another new year. We’ve celebrated our Savior’s birth once again and we’ve enjoyed all
the excitement and activities Christmas time brings. We’ve hardly begun to relax yet; we’re just starting to think
about the long winter ahead of us. But even as we consider taking it easy for a bit, we realize that time continues
to march on and, as it marches, we are swept along with it.
Under the shadows of Thy throne,
Thy saints have dwelt secure.
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.
We’ve all lived long enough to know that our times… our lives… are in our heavenly Father’s hands. He has
brought us safely through the previous year and we look to Him in confidence to bring us safely through this
new year as well. We have no idea the new challenges we may face, but we prepare to face them by
remembering the faithfulness of our heavenly Father and His gracious promises toward us.
Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.
But even as His children, we sometimes forget that His timing is not our timing. Many of us have experienced
this as we wait for God to work in our difficult situations. Sometimes it seems like He’s forgotten about us… or
doesn’t seem to care. But in each and every circumstance of our lives, He is active and focused in bringing
about His good and gracious will for us and in keeping us safe within His kingdom. The love our God has for us
is eternal. The care He shows for us is eternal. Just as the plans He has for us are eternal.
A thousand ages in Thy sight,
Are like a moment gone.
Short as the watch that ends the night,
Before the rising sun.
We often find it hard to understand our heavenly Father’s timing in our lives. But we’re not called to understand
our God. We’re called to fear, love, and trust in Him above all things. And, as we enter this new year with its
unforeseen problems and unexpected challenges, we enter it in firm confidence that our God is faithful and
loving and attentive to our needs. He has promised never to fail or forsake us so we can joyfully greet this new
year without fear or apprehension. All our times and all our lives are in our heavenly Father’s hands… and
that’s a great place for them to be!
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Choir News
Your St. Peter Choir is taking a much needed break after Christmas
and New Year’s and then we’re back to work! Choir rehearsals begin on
Thursday, January 26th, and continue every Thursday evening at 6:30.
We’re a welcoming bunch that really enjoys our time together and take
great joy in singing. If singing gives you joy, this is the place for you to
experience it to the fullest!

Dear Friends at St. Peter,
New Year’s blessings to all the members and friends of our family of faith here at St. Peter
Lutheran Church! Debi and I are grateful for all those who remembered us with their cards, gifts,
and other acts of kindness during this Christmas season. Thank you all for your thoughtfulness!
May the joy of Christmas be with you all throughout the coming year!
Pastor & Debi Hoerr

St. Peter’s
Trusty Trustees
The weather we’ve had so far this winter has certainly been interesting! We’ve
had a couple of surprises, but nothing like some of the winters we’ve faced in
the past. Even so, please remember that the parking lot, walkways, and ramps
here at church can be slippery this time of the year.
Clean any snow or ice from all your windows before you travel, give yourself
more time to get to your destinations, and provide yourself a bigger space
between you and the car ahead of you. By practicing smart winter driving
skills, you’ll get to your destinations safely and without surprises!
If you have not had the opportunity to read about the proposed Sanctuary
Tech Upgrade or have not yet responded to the survey, please find copies of the
insert in the literature rack in the hallway to the Sanctuary. The insert
provides a description of the possible improvements to be made and the back
of the insert provides a survey for your feedback.
Several of our members have begun to donate funds for this work. If you are
interested in helping, please note that your donations are for the “Sanctuary
Tech Upgrade,” and put it in the offering plate. This will help our financial
volunteers keep proper track of your donation.

LADIES AID
This year the Ladies had their
Murphy’s Inn in St. Clair. The
were exchanged, with much
our Christmas Devotions. Thank
done. We had a lovely evening of fellowship.

Annual Christmas Dinner at
food was delicious. Gifts
delight. Cheri Stahl delivered
you Cheri , for a wonderful job

Hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and brought the new year in with a bang. Our next
Ladies Aid meeting will be on Tuesday , January 10th at 7:00 P.M. We moved the meeting , so
that everyone could have a break between the Holidays and the upcoming business that is at
hand. We have much to discuss at the meeting. We hope all the Ladies of the congregation will
attend. See you there!
Marie Brockmiller

Don’t forget to like us on
Facebook!

Scrapbook Friday
Scrapbook Friday will be meeting in January on Friday the 13th from 6 till 11 pm.
Come on out and enjoy the evening, bring a snack to share and enjoy the
fellowship. Don't forget to let Marie Brockmiller know you are joining us so she will
have enough tables up and ready.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
If you didn't have a chance to see the
Sunday
School
Program you missed a great
Production!
Thank You, Linda
and your staff and
helpers and most
important
the
children.
On
Christmas
Eve
when the lights go
out and the decorations reflect the
colored lights, the
candles are lit, it is beautiful. I sat
in the front row this year and heard some great comments about how nice the
church looked this year. It is always sad to take down the decorations, but
there is always next year and it will be as beautiful as ever.
Now for 2017, what will it bring? One thing we are praying for is good health
for our congregation. I think 2017 is going to be a good year at St. Peter, don't
you? We are slowly growing at a pace we can handle. Thank you to all the
people who have stepped up to help in 2016, keep up the good work for 2017.
With your help St. Peter, which is a great place to be will become even better.
KEVIN

Mitten Tree
Contributions to our mitten tree were:
15 Tee Shirts
15
Pairs of Socks
47 Hats
42 Gloves/Mittens
14 Sets of Hat and Gloves
1
Hat and Scarf set.
We missed the Old Newsboys cut off date so have decided to donate them to
the food pantry to hand out to those families who don't have any for their
children.

Don't forget to not clutter the table by the door! If you want to leave something for
someone special please put their name on the item. If you have items you want to
donate to the rummage sale please put in a box marked rummage sale and have one
of the trustees open the garage to store it with the other boxes marked rummage sale.
Thank You!

Begin the New Year with our Bible Reading Program!
The Psalmist proclaimed, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and light unto my path!” St. Paul urges us, “Do
your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
handling the word of truth.” The writer to the Hebrews reminds us that “the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
God’s Word is a glorious gift our heavenly Father has given to us. By it He leads and guides us, He keeps
us safe from false teaching and equips us with His Word as we live in this fallen world, and He gives us
His salvation through His Word as He cuts away the deceit of sin from our hearts and minds. The same
powerful Word that spoke this world into existence and which continues to keep and sustain it has been
given to us for our benefit. The Holy Spirit Himself is our teacher as He opens our hearts and minds to our
God’s revelation of Himself through His Word. Through His glorious Word we meet with Jesus and are
strengthened and established in the true faith which gives us life everlasting.
We continue our practice of providing a Bible reading schedule for each month in the Newsletter. By
following this reading schedule, the entire Bible can be read in a one year period. Take this opportunity to
join in the pleasure of reading God’s Word and benefiting from the Holy Spirit’s leading through that
Word!

The Elders’ Corner
“A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.”
~ Proverbs 17:22

It isn’t unusual to feel a bit of a let down after the holidays. The colorful decorations are put away
and the bright lights are turned off for another year; this time of year can feel as grey and gloomy
as the weather often is.
But we are God’s children, whether we are celebrating Christimas or we are shoveling another
late January snow fall. We live in the “joy to the world” the angels announced so long ago. The
joy of Christmas dwells within us because the Holy Spirit dwells within us.
Are you feeling a bit blue? Remember your loving heavenly Father and His kindness toward you.
Remember your Savior, Jesus, and His sacrifice for you. And remember your constant
companion, the Holy Spirit, who opens your eyes to the Father’s love for you. Then… have a
joyful January!!

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild is looking for a couple more volunteers to help with serving at the Altar each
week. The Altar Guild makes sure the Chancel area is ready for services, the Paraments are
correct and in good condition, and the Communion Ware is properly cleaned and stored after
each celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Please contact Debi Hoerr if you’d like to volunteer or
would like more information concerning this opportunity to serve at St. Peter.

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ January
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Genesis 1, 2, & 3
Gen 4, 5, & 6
Gen 7, 8, & 9
Gen 10, 11, & 12
Gen 13, 14, & 15
Gen 16 & 17
Gen 18 & 19
Gen 20, 21, & 22
Gen 23 & 24
Gen 25 & 26
Gen 27 & 28
Gen 29 & 30
Gen 31 & 32
Gen 33, 34, & 35
Gen 36, 37, & 38
Gen 39 & 40
Gen 41 & 42
Gen 43, 44, & 45
Gen 46, 47, & 48
Gen 49 & 50
Exodus 1, 2, & 3
Ex 4, 5, & 6
Ex 7 & 8
Ex 9, 10, & 11
Ex 12 & 13
Ex 14 & 15
Ex 16, 17, & 18
Ex 19 & 20
Ex 21 & 22
Ex 23 & 24

Matthew 1
Matt 2
Matt 3
Matt 4
Matt 5:1-26
Matt 5:27-48
Matt 6:1-18
Matt 6:19-34
Matt 7
Matt 8:1-17
Matt: 8:18-34
Matt 9:1-17
Matt 9:18-38
Matt 10:1-20
Matt 10:21-42
Matt 11
Matt 12: 1-23
Matt 12:24-50
Matt 13:1-30
Matt 13: 31-58
Matt 14:1-21
Matt 14:22-36
Matt 15:1-20
Matt 15:21-39
Matt 16
Matt 17
Matt 18:1-20
Matt 18:21-35
Matt 19
Matt 20:1-16

31st

Ex 25 & 26

Matt 20:17-34

Looking Ahead
“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation
is
nearer
to
us
now
than
when
we
first
believed.”
~ Romans 13:11
“The hour has come.” In the Bible, that statement usually occurs right before something important
happens… typically something dramatic or even history making. And most of the time it is used by
the Holy Spirit to point out something our God is doing for us, His fallen creatures.
But that is not how it is used in this passage. The Holy Spirit is reminding the Christians in Rome…
as well as reminding us… that it is time to wake up. It is time to wake up. But from what are we to
wake up?
We, just like the Christians in Rome, live in a world that rejects our God’s created order. Fallen
humankind loves, honors, and reveres itself more than it cares about God. And, to make matters
worse, we as Christians often fall into the same habits of thinking. We become acclimated to
operating the same way as those who are lost operate in this world. We often live with the same
values and motivations that they do.
The Holy Spirit wants us to wake up from that kind of thinking. We have been influenced by it for
too long. It is time to wake up, to realize the harm it does to our souls, and to turn our hearts and
minds back to our loving heavenly Father.
As we begin this new year of 2017, let’s realize that the day of salvation is closer now than it has
ever been. Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and minds, to clear away the cobwebs of
this world’s ways and instill in us His wisdom and His ways. That will truly make 2017 a year of
great blessing for each of us and for our St. Peter congregation!

