THE INFORMER
St. Peter Lutheran Church
6745 Palms Road
PO Box 350405
Fair Haven, MI 48023
810-765-8161
www.stpeterfairhaven.org

July 2017
We have now entered the Time of the Church within our Church Year. The Sundays after Pentecost begin after
Trinity Sunday and continue through the summer and autumn until Advent begins in December. The green
paraments in the sanctuary remind us of the Time of the Church: the time when Jesus continues His earthly
ministry through His people, His Church.
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.

Since the Time of the Church is the time that we remember that Jesus continues His earthly ministry through us,
we also find that our readings for each Sunday and our sermons address our lives as God’s chosen people. We
are those who have been bought with a price: Jesus’ sacrifice for us. We’re not our own; we’re servants of God
and we’re called to do His work, to live His life, and to be available for Him to lead us as He wills.
Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.
We certainly need the work of the Holy Spirit within us as our sinful nature tries to keep our hearts and minds
firmly focused on ourselves: our own plans, our own desires, our own possessions, our own reputations, and our
own amusements. These are the things that this fallen world, our sinful flesh, and the devil all use to draw our
hearts and minds away from Christ and turn them solely toward ourselves.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith and self-control.
The Holy Spirit works within us to remind us of our calling by God. Each year we grow older we also grow
either more closely to or farther from the image of our heavenly Father’s beloved Son. The Holy Spirit works
within each of us to reverse the destruction of sin in our hearts and minds; to turn our eyes to Jesus, to turn our
hearts to His calling, to forget ourselves, and to live in the joy and freedom of the children of almighty God.
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace.
Our loving heavenly Father saves us from the damnation of our sin through our Savior, Jesus Christ. He gives
us His own Spirit by which He intends to lead us safely through this dying world and into the glorious splendor
of His eternity. Since He’s already promised to get us through this life safely, He expects each of us to spend
the remainder of our days serving Him and His kingdom. We don’t have to worry about this life because our
heavenly Father has us covered. That gives us the freedom to be available to Him for whatever He may wish to
do through each of us.
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness, faith, and self-control; the fruits our heavenly Father
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cultivates in us as we walk by the Holy Spirit. We walk by the Holy Spirit as we welcome His leading, as we
allow Him to disrupt our schedules with His motivations, as we be His instruments of love, joy, and peace in
this sin-ravaged world. We bear this fruit as we live in Christ.

The Elders’ Corner

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.”
Matthew 11:28 & 29

Jesus promises to be our Teacher. But He doesn’t teach by giving us an assignment and leaving us
to work on it by ourselves. Jesus gives us His Holy Spirit. In this way we are yoked with Jesus,
meaning we are attached to Him: He in us and we in Him. Jesus Himself lives with and through
us as He accompanies us throughout this earthly life.
That is what being yoked with Jesus means. As St. Paul describes it: “It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me.” Jesus in you and you in Jesus. Now, at first glance, that seems pretty
strange. But the fact is “as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” which
means there is a deep, abiding connection between you and your Savior, Jesus.
This joining or yoking with Christ is one of the mysteries of the Christian faith. We are unable to
understand how it is possible. But our heavenly Father reveals that it is true and He knows how it
all works, so we don’t have to worry about it.
What we do need to do is realize that it is the defining fact of our lives. As God’s children we are
joined to Christ and, as we live this life, Christ Himself is living through us. Also, as we live this
life, we are offered a life of peace; a life of rest. Jesus has taken the burdens from us and He
encourages us to rest in Him. We rest in Him as He lives through us!

Church Picnic
July 16th, at East China Park (it is across from the Detroit Edison power plant)
Starting anytime after church! Please make sure to check out the Park Rules posted
on the bulletin board and while you are doing that sign up for a dish to pass.
Paper and Plastic will be provided but drinks are not so don’t forget to bring what
you want to drink. Please do not bring anything in glass. If you have any questions
please see Jean Kettel.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
On Sunday morning at the beginning of the service there is something missing! Oh, I know it is the Sunday
School Children; I will miss them going up front and listening to the children's message. I think when I
was in Sunday school we went all summer. Our Christmas program was on Christmas Eve and there was
so many of my cousins in the Sunday school that we filled the church with parents and relatives. I think
the fire marshal was very unhappy to see that many people crammed into the church. Thank goodness we
didn't have lit candles in the service.
It's good to see new faces ushering on Sunday, Thank You for volunteering! Tell your friends how easy it
is and how much fun and maybe they will volunteer, too.
July already, wasn't it just Memorial Day? They say that the 4th of July is the half way point of summer; I
don't believe them do you? The weather has been a little goofy, but it could be worse. God has a plan and
it always works, so don't complain!
Kevin
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Flowers on the Altar for July
July 2nd
Pastor & Debi Hoerr
July 9th
Gary & Sandy Carr
July 16th
Deb Fletcher
July 23rd
Bill & Sue Walter
July 30th
Open

Kitchen Clean-Up

The Ladies Aid would like to remind everyone that if you use the kitchen to please clean it
up after. Our motto is to leave it cleaner than you found it! Please don’t just dump things
on the counter, take the time to put it away. Thank You!

Pop Tabs
The Ladies Aid is not collecting pop tabs anymore. We were collecting them
for Girls Night Out but they are not meeting anymore and we don’t have a
place to send them. Thank You!

LADIES AID MYSTERY TRIP
Nearly everyone loves mystery and suspense. But what about going somewhere where you
have not idea where you're going? Sound intriguing?
Well ten people thought so and ventured to attend the Ladies Aid Mystery Trip. Our
destination was Marvin's Marvelous Machines in Farmington, MI. Marvin's Museum is
home to thousands of mechanical oddities and one-of-a-kind collectibles. Marvin started
collecting vintage coin -operated machines since 1960 and opened the museum in 1990. The
museums has the largest collection of well kept Pinball Machines in the area. One from each
decade. Did you ever play tic-tac-toe with a chicken? Well you can do it at Marvin's.
My favorite is listening to the music played on all the different instruments. Many of the
mechanical machines are rare and some made specifically for the museum. You need to see
all these fabulous machines to believe it. It is impossible to see everything in one trip. I have
been there 3 times and each time I go I see something I didn't see before. (probably couldn't
remember) It is listed in the World Almanac's 100 most unusual museums in the U. S.
After using up our quarters to play many of the machines and picking out our prizes from
all the tickets we won on the games we went to California Pizza Kitchen for lunch and
fellowship.

St. Peter’s
Trusty Trustees
As these days of Summer continue your Trusty Trustees are continuing to care for our
beautiful facilities here at St. Peter.
Several maintenance items are being pursued and will hopefully be dealt with soon.
Your Trustees are also working with the Ladies Aid as they continue with plans to upgrade
the kitchen.
If you discover any problems with our facility at St. Peter, please do not hesitate to give us a
call!
Your Board of Trustees:
John Harper ~ 810-794-4109 ~ Head Trustee
Bill Boike ~ 586-907-9650
Charlie Jones ~ 810-765-5982
Ken Brockmiller ~ 810-794-7802
Dan Stahl ~ 586-725-2753

Informational Meeting
Sanctuary Tech Upgrade
Monday, July 31st at 7:00 pm
The congregation is invited to attend an informational meeting concerning the
proposed technological upgrades to our Sanctuary. These proposed
improvements include audio upgrades, digital video recording upgrades, and
digital presentation upgrades.
Mr. Nathan Cole, from Sound Planning Communications, will be on hand to
answer technical questions and describe the process of installation and the
final appearance of these improvements within our historic Sanctuary.
The Tech Upgrade Committee is eager to introduce the details of this project
to the congregation and to share the benefits our congregation will receive
from this work!
Please mark your calendars now! We hope to see you there!!

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ July
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Job 20 & 21
Job 22, 23, & 24
Job 25, 26, & 27
Job 28 & 29
Job 30 & 31
Job 32 & 33
Job 34 & 35
Job 36 & 37
Job 38, 39, & 40
Job 41 & 42
Psalms 1, 2, & 3
Ps 4, 5, & 6
Ps 7, 8, & 9
Ps 10, 11, & 12
Ps 13, 14, & 15
Ps 16 & 17
Ps 18 & 19
Ps 20, 21, & 22
Ps 23, 24, & 25
Ps 26, 27, & 28
Ps 29 & 30
Ps 31 & 32
Ps 33 & 34
Ps 35 & 36
Ps 37, 38, & 39
Ps 40, 41, & 42
Ps 43, 44, & 45
Ps 46, 47, & 48
Ps 49 & 50
Ps 51, 52, & 53
Ps 54, 55, & 56

Acts 10:24-48
Acts 11
Acts 12
Acts 13:1-25
Acts 13:26-52
Acts 14
Acts 15:1-21
Acts 15:22-41
Acts 16:1-21
Acts 16:22-40
Acts 17:1-15
Acts 17:16-34
Acts 18
Acts 19:1-20
Acts 19:21-41
Acts 20:1-16
Acts 20:17-38
Acts 21:1-17
Acts 21:18-40
Acts 22
Acts 23:1-15
Acts 23:16-35
Acts 24
Acts 25
Acts 26
Acts 27:1-26
Acts 27:27-44
Acts 28
Romans 1
Rom 2
Rom 3

Looking Ahead

One of the habits of human beings that help to demonstrate the corruption of sin upon our lives is the habit
of deceiving ourselves. We often accept something as true simply because we would prefer that it be true. We find
comfort, approval, and justification in the lies we tell ourselves. This habit of deceiving ourselves runs deep as we
try to create the world around us in our own image and organize our lives around how we would prefer things to
be.
One of the greatest blessings of the Christian life is the work of the Holy Spirit within each of us to shine the
light of truth upon the deceptions we prefer to believe. While a blessing, it is often a very painful blessing. It is
painful, because the truth exposes our fallen, self-focused nature and reveals it for the shallow, twisted mess it
truly is. The Holy Spirit works to renew our minds as He points out the deceptions to which we cling and then
points to the truth as revealed by our heavenly Father through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
In this way the Holy Spirit works to free us from those lies. The harder we try to hold onto them, the more
He must work to free us from them. Regardless of our age or Christian experience, the Holy Spirit continues this
work in each of us. “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

