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O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is observed on March 1st this year. The forty day period
chosen by the Church Fathers as the period of time for Lent came from Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness right
after the beginning of His public ministry. Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan for forty
days. As this Lenten season begins, we spend this forty day period remembering that we are dust. We remember
that we are creatures created by our God for His good pleasure. We remember that we are fallen sinful creatures
who have no hope of rescuing ourselves from our sinful condition. We remember that we are dead in our
trespasses and sins. But most of all, we remember Jesus. Jesus stood against all the temptations of the devil and
lived a perfectly holy human life. Jesus lived the life we were supposed to have lived.
You strove with Satan, and you won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.
Jesus stood firm against the temptations of Satan. He remained faithful where we were unable. He faced the lies
of the devil and the riches of this world and the siren song of self-importance as He held fast to the revelation of
His God. Jesus fixed His trust on His heavenly Father and He never allowed that trust to waver, regardless of
the difficulties He faced.
Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.
Throughout His temptation and throughout His life, Jesus suffered the uncertainty and difficulties of life in this
fallen world. He carried the weight of this world’s sin - the sin of each and every human being - and He
committed Himself to His heavenly Father’s care. Jesus remained steadfast in faith, steadfast in prayer, steadfast
in trust, and steadfast in righteousness. Jesus lived the human life that each of us is unable to live. During this
Lenten season, we remember Jesus’ life, given for ours. We remember Jesus’ sufferings, borne for us. We
remember Jesus’ faithfulness, redeeming us.
Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.
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The Elders’ Corner

“The Art of Living by Faith”
The theme for our Lenten services will be “The Art of Living by Faith.” This theme is being
drawn from the Concordia Seminary series of the same name. Dr. Charles Arand, a member of
the faculty at our St. Louis Seminary, has provided many insights which will allow us to consider
our individual and corporate walks of faith.
A number of theological themes are woven through this series which highlight the way in which
faith defines who we are and how faith shapes our lives. These themes, included in “The Art of
Living by Faith,” help us distinguish our God from His creation and discerns His connectedness
with it. A few main points are as follows:
1)
God enters this created world and meets us here. He does not do this through
some
ethereal, immaterial way. Instead we are to look to God where He is present and where He
meets with us.
2)
Within this created world, God does not deal with us directly, but always
works
through His creatures. Historically these have been called the
“masks” of God, but we might
also think of them as the “gloves” on God’s “hands.”
3)
God works through these creatures by means of His Word and Sacraments which He
gives His creatures. This includes both His Word of command and His Word of promise and
blessing.
4)
God’s goal is to bring His creation to the completion and consumation for
which
He
had intended from the beginning. This means that the art of
living by faith is our restoration
to the creatures we were created to be. This restoration leads to our living with faith and
confidence in our God.
5)
The art of living by faith is learning to see all of life through “God’s two chief works.” The
Lutheran theologian John Gerhardt identified God’s
two chief works to be creation and
redemption. Our distinction between Law and Gospel is how our God bring His work of
redemption to us.
6)
These theological themes purposely speak of us as ‘creatures’ interacting
within God’s
‘creation.’ Since language shapes the way we think of things,
we will use these theological
catagories as we consider who and what we are.
Our Midweek Lenten Services begin March 1st with Ash Wednesday and will continue each
Wednesday evening until Holy Week. Give yourself the opportunity to learn and practice “The
Art of Living by Faith” as you join us throughout this Lenten season!

On January 15th Easton John Tesch was Baptized.
On February 26th Reese Marie Corley, Joshua Bently Corley and Caden David Corley were Baptized in the Name
of the Father, And of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Ladies Aid is planning on having a Rummage Sale again this May. We have not set a date yet, but it will
be in May. We are taking donations and it will be run again as it has been in the past. We do not mark prices
on anything, we just take a donation. The customer will give us a donation of what they think the item is worth.
So if you think you have antiques and will get upset if we just take what they offer, than please do not give us
that item. This makes it very easy for the ladies to set up the sale and run it and since we are a church, people
usually give us more than what the item is worth. You always get those few who will not give you what an item
is worth, but in the long it all evens out. There are a few items
we do not want:
Encyclopedias
Shoes
Christmas trees
We will be taking donations from now till the day of the sale. If you want to bring items to the church please
have it in boxes and marked clearly Rummage Sale. Any of the trustees can give you the key to the garage to
put the items in. So as you start your spring cleaning please remember us!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
What a winter/spring we've had! The calendar says spring starts in March not the middle of February. Don't get
me wrong I enjoyed the 60's in February like everybody, it is just a little early. For those who bought snow
blowers, April could be our winter.
One good thing this mild winter has brought us is a very low snow removal bill, but I'm sure the grass cutting
will make up the difference. If we could figure out how to stop the grass from growing we would have it made.
It was nice to see Pastor Burow again, he always gives a nice sermon. He told me he has lunch once a month
with Pastor Fluegge, and that he is doing well. He has moved to an assisted living location and keeps them all
entertained telling them jokes and supervising their operation.
It is good to have Pastor & Debi home safe from vacation. We hope they had a great vacation and have come
home to us rested and ready to get back to work. WELCOME HOME!
Kevin
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Scrapbook Friday
We will be meeting on Friday, March 10th. Everyone is welcome to join us, just bring a
snack to share and what you want to work on. We love to see new and old friends who love to
scrapbook, make cards, crochet or knit.

Flowers on the Altar for March
March 5th - Bill Boike
March 12th - Ruth Smith
March 19th - Janet Thueme
March 26th - Open

LADIES AID NEWS
All ladies of the congregation are welcome to join us at the next meeting of the
Ladies Aid, on Tuesday, March 7th at 7:00 pm.. We are planning our activities
for this year. We would love to see some new faces and new ideas. Please join
us for a meeting and refreshments.
Marie Brockmiller
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Joining in the ministry of the Michigan District Church Extension Fund (CEF) allows you to earn competitive
interest on your invested dollars while they are being used to further the expansion of God's Kingdom through
low-cost loans to new missions, childcare centers, schools, and local congregations. Invest today and help your
fellow believers expand God's Kingdom. Call CEF at 1-800-242-3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org for more
information.

Organist News
As the season of Lent gets underway, we are again accompanying our mid-week services
with electronic music. Our list of volunteers for this important task has been shortened
due to traveling and health circumstances. The musical accompaniment adds much to our
services while the skills needed to master it are not difficult.
If you are willing to explore the possibility of learning to “play” the electronic music,
please contact Pastor as soon as possible.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild is in need of a person to clean up Communion after the church
services. Each volunteer is responsible for the Sundays in a particular month. Pastor
will set up Communion for the services, and volunteers clean up after the service. If
you would be willing to serve on the Altar Guild, and to find out which months are
available, please contact Debi Hoerr at 810-420-0048.

Choir News
Your St. Peter Choir continues to develop their skills as they prepare
for the Lenten and Easter seasons. We are working on our harmony and
small ensemble capabilities and we can’t wait to share them with the
congregation!
If you enjoy singing and are willing to invest your time in preparation,
you are welcome to join us in these musical events. Some of our singers are
unable to attend some of the rehearsals because of work or other
obligations. We are able to provide supporting materials for practicing at
home that make it possible for them to join with us. If you are in a similar
circumstance but would enjoy taking part, please contact Pastor for more
information.
The choir meets on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. Come join in the
musical fun!

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~March
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Numbers 23 & 24
Num 25, 26, & 27
Num 28, 29, & 30
Num 31, 32, & 33
Num 34, 35, & 36
Deuteronomy 1 & 2
Deut 3 & 4
Deut 5, 6, & 7
Deut 8, 9, & 10
Deut 11, 12, & 13
Deut 14, 15, & 16
Deut 17, 18, & 19
Deut 20, 21, & 22
Deut 23, 24, & 25
Deut 26 & 27
Deut 28 & 29
Deut 30 & 31
Deut 32, 33, & 34
Joshua 1, 2, & 3
Josh 4, 5, & 6
Josh 7, 8, & 9
Josh 10, 11, & 12
Josh 13, 14, & 15
Josh 16, 17, & 18
Josh 19, 20, & 21
Josh 22, 23, & 24
Judges 1, 2, & 3
Jud 4, 5, & 6
Jud 7 & 8
Jud 9 & 10
Jud 11 & 12

Mark 7:14-37
Mark 8:1-21
Mark 8:22-38
Mark 9:1-29
Mark 9:30-50
Mark 10:1-31
Mark 10:32-52
Mark 11:1-18
Mark 11:19-33
Mark 12:1-27
Mark 12:28-44
Mark 13:1-20
Mark 13:21-37
Mark 14:1-26
Mark 14:27-53
Mark 14:54-72
Mark 15:1-25
Mark 15:26-47
Mark 16
Luke 1:1-20
Luke 1:21-38
Luke 1:39-56
Luke 1:57-80
Luke 2:1-24
Luke 2:25-52
Luke 3
Luke 4:1-30
Luke 4:31-44
Luke 5:1-16
Luke 5:17-39
Luke 6:1-26

Looking Ahead
In the 1999 movie entitled Fight Club, the “first rule” of
fight club was “never talk
about fight club.” As the above parody of that movie
suggests, that would not be a
bad “first rule” for our personal Lenten season practices either.
Many Christians “give up” something during Lent as a way of participating in this penitential
season. The Bible often links fasting with repentance so Christians throughout the centuries have
fasted during the Lenten season. The particular fast chosen can be based on particular days or
hours of the day or specific meals or foods. Personal pleasures or habits such as chocolate or coffee
are not consumed as another way of “fasting” during the penitential season of Lent.
Regardless of the type of fast… regardless of what may be given up during the Lenten season,
the point is to remember that we are dependent upon our God as the Supplier of all we need and
desire. We deny ourselves in order to remember that He is God and that we are dust.
Just as important, the point is not to make a show of our personal spirituality by talking
about what we are or are not doing “for God.” As with our giving, we are to fast in secret. And He
who sees in secret has promised to bless us.

So feel free to choose a fast this Lenten season. And honor your heavenly Father as you
observe that fast. But don’t let your fast be turned into an opportunity for sinful pride. Remember
the first rule of Lent Club!

