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Come, ye thankful people, come; / Raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in / Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide / For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come; / Raise the song of harvest home.

The month of November reminds us how quickly time passes as the last few warm days of autumn give way to
the increasingly chillier winds of the coming winter. We clean up our yards, rake the leaves, and prepare our
gardens for their long winter naps. Our minds turn increasingly toward the coming holidays as we begin to think
about all the decorations and presents and activities of the Christmas season.
But before that busy time arrives, we pause in November to celebrate a national day of Thanksgiving. We are
reminded to gather together as the people of our God to join in a celebration of prayer and thanksgiving for our
heavenly Father’s bountiful providence in providing all we need for the lives He’s given to us.
All the world is God’s own field, / Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and Tares together sown, / Unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear, / Then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we / Wholesome grain and pure may be.
And our God is certainly worthy of our praise and thanksgiving. He has created a beautiful universe within
which this world exists. He has created an environment that supports and nurtures our lives. He has given us
skills and sensibilities which allow us to produce the goods and services needed for our lives. Even as we and
the creation experience the terrible effects of sin, our heavenly Father ensures we have all we need for this life.
For the Lord, our God, shall come / And shall take His harvest home.
From His field shall in that day / All offenses purge away,
Give His angels charge at last / In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store / In His garner evermore.
We also remember that our God has provided for us in eternity as well. At the Father’s command, Jesus will
descend with His holy angels and will gather all people of all time to stand before Him. Jesus will separate the
sheep from the goats; the children of life from the children of death. This fallen creation will be destroyed by
fire and our loving heavenly Father will create the new heavens and the new earth, the place where God’s
children will live with Him forever. We give thanks to our God for His wonderful, eternal care!
Even so, Lord, quickly come / To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, / Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There forever purified, In Thy garner to abide:
Come with all Thine angels, come, / Raise the glorious harvest home.
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The 500th Anniversary of the Start of the Reformation
A Brief History of the 95 Theses
Committed to the idea that salvation could be reached through faith and by divine grace only, Luther vigorously
objected to the corrupt practice of selling indulgences. Acting on this belief, he wrote the “Disputation on the
Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” also known as “The 95 Theses,” a list of questions and propositions for
debate. Popular legend has it that on October 31, 1517 Luther defiantly nailed a copy of his 95 Theses to the
door of the Wittenberg Castle church. The reality was probably not so dramatic; Luther more likely hung the
document on the door of the church matter-of-factly to announce the ensuing academic discussion around it that
he was organizing.
The 95 Theses, which would later become the foundation of the Protestant Reformation, were written in a
remarkably humble and academic tone, questioning rather than accusing. The overall thrust of the document
was nonetheless quite provocative. The first two of the theses contained Luther’s central idea, that God intended
believers to seek repentance and that faith alone, and not deeds, would lead to salvation. The other 93 theses, a
number of them directly criticizing the practice of indulgences, supported these first two.
In addition to his criticisms of indulgences, Luther also reflected popular sentiment about the “St. Peter’s
scandal” in the 95 Theses:
Why does not the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica
of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the money of poor believers?
The 95 Theses were quickly distributed throughout Germany and then made their way to Rome. In 1518, Luther
was summoned to Augsburg, a city in southern Germany, to defend his opinions before an imperial diet
(assembly). A debate lasting three days between Luther and Cardinal Thomas Cajetan produced no agreement.
Cajetan defended the church’s use of indulgences, but Luther refused to recant and returned to Wittenberg.
From: http://www.history.com/topics/martin-luther-and-the-95-theses

Sanctuary Tech Upgrade News
Anyone who has walked through our facility has probably noticed that installation of
equipment is taking place. While we are a few weeks away from experiencing many of the
benefits of the new equipment, it is certainly an exciting time as we prepare our sanctuary
to be more “user friendly.”
As is always the case, technology is simply a tool. For a tool to be useful, learning needs to
take place so that the tool can be integrated into the rest of the environment. Once the tool
is integrated, its use must then be practiced so it becomes a smooth, natural part of its
environment.
We will be seeking volunteers to be trained in using and operating our new technology so it
can seamlessly and unobtrusively serve those who have need of it. While this may seem
intimidating, it is no more difficult that learning to use any other tool… whether that tool is
in the workshop, in the kitchen, or in the office.
We will be actively seeking volunteers in the days and weeks to come. For now, we simply
ask for your patience as we integrate these new tools into our worship environment, as we
learn to use them effectively, and as we continue to grow in experience and knowledge.

Nov. 5th
Nov. 12th
Nov. 19th
Nov. 26th

Flowers on the Altar for November
Beryl Skamiera
Pastor & Debi Hoerr
Ruth Smith
Marie & Ken Brockmiller

LADIES AID NEWS

The next meeting of the Ladies Aid will be on Wednesday, November 8 at 3:00pm. We will be wrapping
up last minute items regarding the bazaar.
If you haven’t heard, we have brought the bazaar back to the church. We will not be renting the Perch
Pointe Conservation Club. The bazaar will be on Saturday, November 11, 2017 from 9:30 to 2:30 pm.
Signup sheets are posted on the bulletin board for helpers, cookies, bake goods, pie and other handmade
items. This year our theme is for an “Old Fashioned Christmas Bazaar”. Besides our amazing Basket
Raffle and all the baked goods, we have tried to make a variety of hand crafted items. Unfortunately there
will only be a few vendors because of our small venue. We hope everyone will come and join us.
The Ladies Aid Christmas Party is set for December 5, 2017 at Little Camille’s in New Baltimore. We will
have ordering off the menu and separate bills. Something new this year, we will have entertainment-. . If
you would like to participate we will have a gift exchange of $10. There will be a sign up sheet posted on
the bulletin board with all the details. All the Ladies of the Congregation are invited. If you have
questions call Margaret Nizza (810-794-0228) or Marie Brockmiller 810-794-7802.
Marie Brockmiller/ President
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Lutheran Education 5-Year Fixed Rate Note For the 2017-18 school year Church Extension Fund is offering a
promotional interest rate of 4% over their current published interest rate on a 5-Year Fixed Rate Note. This
investment is limited to Michigan Lutheran School students currently enrolled in grades K-12 when they open
a new Lutheran Education 5-Year Fixed Rate Note. This promotional note is only available during the
September 2017-June 2018 school year and is limited to one investment per student ($100 min/$1000
max) To learn more and for an application to invest visit www.mi-cef.org or call 800-242-3944.

Scrapbook Friday
We will not be meeting in November, due to all the events going on at church and our
lives. If there is interest we may meet the first week of December.

Sunday School News
Our Sunday school enrollment is down this year, if you know of a child who needs Jesus in
their lives please bring them to Sunday school. All Children are welcome!
November starts practice for our Christmas Program. The children are excited to start
practicing, the Christmas program will be December 17th.

Ladies Aid Christmas Bazaar
November 11th from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Come out and shop our baked goods, buy tickets on our baskets and shop for
all your Christmas needs! We really hope to see you there.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Where has 2017 gone, its November already! Winter will soon be here, maybe the weather will stay
around the 40's at night and between 50 and 70 during the day (I think not). I think we have been really
blessed with the weather we have had so far. California has been burning up; Florida and Texas have
been blown away and flooded with the hurricanes. I like Michigan with the change of seasons, from
spring when everything starts to grow and turn green (I am going to try and grow flowers in 2018 God
willing, I have really missed growing them). To summer with lawn cutting and yard work, to fall with the
raking and smell of burning leaves. Let's not forget winter with the snow shoveling, man am I tired! But
with all that I still love Michigan and the change of seasons. As Will Rogers said "Everyone complains
about the weather but nobody does anything about it".
Kevin
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The Elders’ Corner
Constitution and Bylaws Review
Our Church Council and other interested congregation members have gathered together
and have begun the process of reviewing our Constitution and Bylaws. The process will
include creating an ‘official’ electronic copy of the documents, reviewing each section and
sub-section, comparing our current documents to the guidelines provided by the Synod,
developing suggested revisions in order to bring the documents up to date, and then
bringing the revisions to the Voters’ Assembly for review and action. Many thanks to those
who have offered their time and diligence in helping St. Peter update these important
documents!
Thanksgiving Eve Service
We will be holding our Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 22nd, at 7:00
pm. Please mark your calendar and join with your brothers and sisters in Christ as we
raise songs and prayers of thanksgiving to our God for His providential care and gracious
love!
Mid-Week Advent Service Focus
Our mid-week Advent services, starting on Wednesday, Dcember 6th, will focus on our
Lord’s desire that we “wait” on Him. We will delve into what that means from a Biblical
perspective then we will consider what it means in the lives of Christians today. The time of
Advent is a time of preparation; it is a time of waiting for our God. The cry of Advent:
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord” reminds us that there is a fulfillment yet to come for which
we are to be looking and hoping.

St. Peter’s
Trusty Trustees
The October breezes are blowing the leaves around as autumn settles in at St. Peter.
A huge shout-out to Dan Stahl who, single handedly, pressure washed the exterior of our
building and made it shine like it hasn’t in years!
Your Trustees, in partnership with the Ladies Aid, are continuing to work on the kitchen
upgrade project.
There are still a few upkeep projects that need to be done before the snow flies and your
Trusty Trustees are working toward their completion!
Your Board of Trustees:
John Harper ~ 810-794-4109 ~ Head Trustee
Bill Boike ~ 586-907-9650
Ken Brockmiller ~ 810-794-7802
Charlie Jones ~ 810-765-5982
Dan Stahl ~ 586-321-7113

Day

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ November
Old Testament
New Testament

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Jeremiah 24, 25, & 26
Jer 27, 28, & 29
Jer 30 & 31
Jer 32 & 33
Jer 34, 35, & 36
Jer 37, 38, & 39
Jer 40, 41, & 42
Jer 43, 44, & 45
Jer 46 & 47
Jer 48 & 49
Jer 50
Jer 51 7 52
Lamentations 1 & 2
Lam 3, 4, & 5
Ezekiel 1 & 2
Ezek 3 & 4
Ezek 5, 6, & 7
Ezek 8, 9, & 10
Ezek 11, 12, & 13
Ezek 14 & 15
Ezek 16 & 17
Ezek 18 & 19
Ezek 20 & 21
Ezek 22 & 23
Ezek 25, 25, & 26
Ezek 27, 28, & 29
Ezek 30, 31, & 32
Ezek 33 & 34
Ezek 35 & 36
Ezek 37, 38, & 39

Titus 2
Titus 3
Philemon
Hebrews 1
Heb 2
Heb 3
Heb 4
Heb 5
Heb 6
Heb 7
Heb 8
Heb 9
Heb 10:1-18
Heb 10:19-39
Heb 11:1-19
Heb 11:20-40
Heb 12
Heb 13
James 1
James 2
James 3
James 4
James 5
1 Peter 1
1 Peter 2
1 Peter 3
1 Peter 4
1 Peter 5
2 Peter 1
2 Peter 2

Looking Ahead
It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation."
~ Isaiah 25:9
Waiting. Waiting is not typically an activity any of us enjoy. We would prefer that things move quickly and
smoothly and happen in a timely manner. But no. We often find ourselves waiting. Waiting in the Doctor’s
office. Waiting at the restaurant. Waiting for that important telephone call. Waiting is not usually
considered a “good” activity.
As we approach the season of Advent, however, we discover that waiting has always been a part of the
lives of the children of God. During this Advent season, our mid-week Advent services will focus upon the
Biblical understanding of waiting and how this practice prepares us for our Lord’s presence. We wait on
our God and He comes to us.
God’s people have always waited for their God and their God always comes to them. He came as the Babe
of Bethlehem. He comes in His Word and His Sacrament. And He will come as the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. In the midst of all this, our God reminds us to wait for Him. To watch. To be ready. Only in that
way will we see the salvation of our God!

