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December 2018
Oh, come, oh, come Emmanuel / And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lowly exile here / Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall come to thee, O Israel.

December ushers in a new Church Year as the season of Advent begins the Time of Christmas. Advent is a time
of preparation; a time of looking back, a time of looking around, and a time of looking forward. We look back
to Jesus’ first coming in Bethlehem. We look around ourselves as our Lord comes to us through His Word and
His body and blood. We look forward to the time when Jesus will return to usher in His eternal kingdom.
Oh, come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free / Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save / And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall come to thee, O Israel.

We look back to Jesus’ first coming in Bethlehem. The promised King who will save His people from the
tyranny of sin. No one expected that little baby to be the very Son of God, coming into this world to do battle
against all the forces of hell and all the wickedness this world. No one knew that, by Jesus death, death itself
would be swallowed up in life! The most surprising victory imaginable comes to us through Jesus, our King.
Oh, come, Thou Dayspring from on high, / And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night / And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall come to thee, O Israel.
We look around ourselves as our Lord comes to us through His Word and His body and blood. Our King
Himself draws near to us as He feeds us the food of eternity; His own body and blood. We are gathered together
as His people and His Word reminds us of the glory our Savior has prepared for us; a glory which drives away
all the darkness and confusion of this sin-filled world’s deceptions and reveals to us the sure and certain hope
that awaits us as His people.
Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come / And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high / And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall come to thee, O Israel.
We look forward to the time when Jesus will return to usher in His eternal kingdom. Jesus, David’s greatest
Son, makes safe the way that leads to a blessed eternity with our God. The gates to the Tree of Life are thrown
open for us and the gates of hell are barred and locked. Our King will return and bring His people into His
everlasting Kingdom; the Kingdom of God.
Advent invites us to remember and to celebrate Jesus’ three-fold coming. Advent provides a fitting way to
prepare for the Festivals of Christmas and all the joyful
67holiday activities. A blessed Advent and a joyful
Christmas to all. May our God grant us rest in Himself, peace through His Son, and a merry heart by His Holy
Spirit!

The Elders’ Corner
Our Advent and Christmas Service Schedule will be as follows:
Sunday, December 2nd

~ 9:30 am ~ 1st Sunday in Advent Service

Wednesday, December 5th ~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 1st Midweek Advent Service
Sunday, December 9th

~ 9:30 am ~ 2nd Sunday in Advent Service

Wednesday, December 11th ~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 2nd Midweek Advent Service
Sunday, December 16th

~ 9:30 am ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent Service

Wednesday, December 19th ~ 6:00 pm ~ Fellowship Meal
~ 7:00 pm ~ 3rd Midweek Advent Service
Sunday, December 23rd

~ 9:30 am ~ 4th Sunday in Advent Service

Monday December 24th

~ 7:00 pm ~ Christmas Eve Service

Tuesday, December 25th

~ 10:00 am ~ Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 30th

~ 9:30 am ~ 1st Sunday after Christmas

Monday December 31st

~ 7:00 pm ~ New Year’s Eve Service

Our service on December 16th will include the children’s Sunday School Christmas
Program! Mark your calander now and don’t miss it!

Choir News
Your St. Peter Choir is preparing for the Christmas holidays. Rehearsals take place on
Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. If you would like to join us don’t hesitate to jump right in!
You’ll never find a more fun bunch of singers who love to make joyful noises to their Lord!

Organist News & Schedule
Mrs. Courtney Hollars continues to be our every Sunday organist and we have certainly been
blessed by her musical offerings! It’s a pleasure to have Rich and Courtney with us each
Sunday. Our midweek services continue to utilize electronic music. We appreciate our
volunteers who provide musical accompaniment for these services.
A big “thank you” to Gary Carr, Mark Ewert, Dan Stahl, and Darryl Watt for handling this very
important duty during our midweek services!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It's finally December or should I say December already! With December comes
winter, cold , slush and runny noses, but it also brings the birth of Jesus and
decorating of the church. One event that is a lot of fun and gets you in the Holiday
Spirit is the decorating of St. Peter for Christmas. For me St. Peter at Christmas
brings back a lot of memories, all of them are good. So if you want to have fun and
have some time come and join us to make St. Peter the prettiest church at Palm's
and Markel!

Tables, Chairs, & Tent
If you are interested in barrowing any of these items please check the new
calendar on the office door and if available please put your name on the calendar.
How many tables and chairs you will be barrowing and if you want one of the
tents please put that down also. If you are interested in renting the fellowship
hall please see Debbie Labuhn.

Flowers on the Altar for December
December 2

Don & Cheri Stahl

December 9

Pastor & Debi Hoerr

December 16

Kevin 7 Debbie Labuhn

December 23

Poinsettia’s for Christmas

December 30

Carl & Evie Stieler

COFFEE & DOUGNUT CREW
December 2

Jim & Renee` Jones

December 9

Jean Kettel

December 16

Jim & Laura Neumann

December 23

Ray & Marie Maison

December 30

Linda LeLachuer

LADIES AID
The Ladies Aid Annual Christmas Bazaar was on Saturday, November 10th. We had a fairly good
turnout, a bit less than last year, but we faired ok. This year we worked on trying to add more vendors.
We managed to get a total of 5. We had everything from Bird Feeders to Framed Dried Flowers. The
Silent Auction had a wide selection of unusual baskets, for those trying to win one. The Bake sale had
many different items than last year. The favorite newcomer was fruit turnovers. So delicious! Lemon
Meringue, pecan, triple berry , apple and strawberry rhubarb were the selections of those who wanted
Pie by the Slice. The Cookie Bar had several choices of yumminess, including some chocolate covered
marshmallows on a stick. Last year, we had a request for more Christmas Items. So this year we added
Top Hat ornaments, Christmas Earrings, Lighted decorated bottles, Wreaths, Blankets and a bunch of
other handmade items to the craft table. All of this made another successful Bazaar. This year the Ladies
Aid cleared $1722.44. This money will be used to provide kitchen supplies, to support several local
Charities, Ft. Wayne and Concordia seminaries and projects to update St. Peter Church.
A big thank you to Debbie Hoerr, Margaret Nizza, Sharen Theis, Cheri Stahl and Debbie Labuhn
for chairing the event. Also to all the Ladies, who worked the event, set-up, baked goodies and created
craft items. And last to the men that helped with the heavy lifting and moving of all things, our heartfelt
thanks. We couldn’t have done this without you.
Our Ladies Aid Christmas Party will be held at 6:00 pm. on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at the
Golden Hawk Banquet Center, 9861 Meisner Rd, Casco, MI. Dinner will be a choice of Chicken or Roast
Beef at a sit down dinner. Cost: $16.95, plus tax and tip. There will be entertainment and a $10. Gift
exchange. The next regular meeting of the Ladies Aid will be on Tuesday, February 5th, 2019. Meeting
will start at 7:00 p.m. We hope that more Ladies of the Congregation will attend and give us new ideas.
Hope to see you there.
Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas and New Year!
Marie Brockmiller/ President

Wellspring Lutheran Services: Chapter 6
No meetings December, January, & February.

Children's Activity Bags
The children's activity bags have been found and are now hanging in the hall way to church.
They have all new coloring books, crayons and story books in them. So if you have a small
child with you pick one up on your way into church.

Scrapbook Club
Looking for something to do in January? Come and scrapbook with us! The date is
Saturday, January 12th from 12 noon to 8 PM. We always have a good time, bring a dish to
pass for dinner and share in the fun. We hope to see you there.

St. Peter’s
Trusty Trustees
Your trusty Trustees have been dealing with the many maintenance issues inherent
in a “historical” facility. From roof leaks to headstone bases, they have been on the
job for us!
A special thanks to the Men’s Club for covering the cost of the culvert replacement
work at the Markel Road entry. We can now use that entry without fear of running
over any cones!
Remember that winter is here! Watch out for slippery areas in our parking lots and
walkways. Make sure you have good visibility through your windshield and windows
before heading out on the roads, and drive with a bit more caution.
Also remember that the deer population is more active in these colder months. Stay
alert as you drive, it may save you from an unexpected meeting!
With a little care we all should be able to enjoy our winter wonderland without too
many surprises!

A Schedule for Reading the Bible in 12 Months ~ December
Day
Old Testament
New Testament
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Ezekiel 40 & 41
Ez 42, 43, & 44
Ez 45 & 46
Ez 47 & 48
Daniel 1 & 2
Dan 3 & 4
Dan 5, 6, & 7
Dan 8, 9, & 10
Dan 11 & 12
Hosea 1, 2, 3, & 4
Hos 5, 6, 7, & 8
Hos 9, 10, & 11
Hos 12, 13, & 14
Joel
Amos 1, 2, & 3
Amos 4, 5, & 6
Amos 7, 8, & 9
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah 1, 2, & 3
Micah 4 & 5
Micah 6 & 7
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah 1, 2, 3, & 4
Zech 5, 6, 7, & 8
Zech 9, 10, 11, & 12
Zech 13 & 14
Malachi

2 Peter 3
1 John 1
1 John 2
1 John 3
1 John 4
1 John 5
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelations 1
Rev 2
Rev 3
Rev 4
Rev 5
Rev 6
Rev 7
Rev 8
Rev 9
Rev 10
Rev 11
Rev 12
Rev 13
Rev 14
Rev 15
Rev 16
Rev 17
Rev 18
Rev 19
Rev 20
Rev 21
Rev 22

The Mitten Tree

will be accepting donations for

Kids in Distress

Kids in Distress provides clothing
for less-fortunate children in St.
Clair County.

Please bring new clothing items such as socks
and underwear and place it under the tree!

Looking Ahead
As we again enter into this time of Christmas, may we each remember that our Savior came
to introduce us to our Creator God who loves us and gives Himself for us.

May the joy we share and the love we express be a reflection of our heavenly Father’s love
shining in this darkened world and welcoming all who see it to join us in this most
wonderful salvation!

